Norwalk thwarts Willard comeback

WILLARD — In the past few
years, there has always been a
dramatic ending in the Willard-
Norwalk confrontation.

And, Friday was no exception
with the Truckers holding on for
a 20-13 win.

With 7:39 left to play, Frank
Staley went in from two yards
out as the Truckers padded their
1413 lead.

Just one play earlier, Chris
Waleri had blocked a Willard
punt and the Truckers had
recovered on the Flashes two-
yard-line.

Willard was forced to punt on
the ensuing series and Norwalk
reached their own 48 before
coughing the ball up with Steve
Hoak recovering for the Flashes
on the Norwalk 40.

The Flashes were able to only
gain six yards on three running
plays and faced a fourth and
four at the Norwalk 34. Quarter-
back Chris Thompson came
through in the clutch, com-
pleting a 19-yard pass to Darren
Trapp for a first down at the 15

Willard moved for another
first down as the clock was win-
ding down. With 20 seconds to
play, a running play lost three
yards forcing Thompson to go to
the air on the next play and
Staley stepped in for the in-
terception as the game ended.

“We worked very, very hard
with these kids this week and it’s
showing. They could’ve have
easily said the heck with it after
falling behind early (13-0) but
didn’t quit. On the way over, |
thought the first score would win
it,” said Norwalk second-year
mentor Terry Hehl.

“We needed a win over a team
with an established program
and tonight, we beat a quality
coach and program. In weather
like this, every sloppy play is a
big one and that blocked punt
was our big play...a very big
play,” added Hehl.

Thus, the Truckers snapped a

four-game losing streak since
winning the season opener over
Edison (20-0). While Norwalk
climbed to 24 overall and 1-2in
the Northern Ohio League,
Willard dropped to the same
record.

“Norwalk just executed better
in the second half. Once they got
up on us, we had trouble stopp-
ing their fullback (Staley) in-
side,” said Willard head coach
Terry King.

Staley, who scored twice for
the Truckers, was the leading
rusher in the game with 100
yards in 22 carries.

“Norwalk came up with the
big play and we didn’t. We had
the opportunities but couldn’t
cash in on them. After the first
quarter, when we had a 130
lead, all we had to do was play
solid defense and the game was
ours,” added King.

Willard opened strong, scor-
ing twice in the first 9:04 of the
game.

Helped by a 40-yard run by
Scott, Willard moved for a score
on its first possession with
Thompson tossing a 25-yard
pass to Don Bauman who reach-
ed paydirt at the 9:24 mark. Jeff
Jump converted for a 7-0 lead.

After a Norwalk punt, the
Crimson Flashes came right
back with an 80-yard drive in 10
plays with Thompson going the
final four with 2:56 left in the
period. The PAT attempt was
blocked by Robert Harvey.

But, the Truckers came roar-
ing back.

Staley scored on a 33-yard run
on the first play of the second
period and Ralph Chandler hit
Sean Oglesby for the two-point
conversion as the Truckers drew
close, at 138

Late in the half, the Truckers
raced downfield for another
score. Chandler hit Oglesby for
45yards to get close and Waleri
hauled in an 11-yard toss for the
score. The try for two points fail-

Both coaches laud
Coukart's effort

By ED FOX

Staff Writer
CASTALIA — Mike Coukart drew praise from both coaches follow-
ing Friday’s showdown battle between Margaretta and Oak Harbor.

And, for a good reason.

After all, the Polar Bear senior quarterback was uncanny while
leading his team to three first half scores which proved to be enough

against the stubborn Rockets.

He completed 8-of-ll passes for 144yards, threw for one touchdown

and scored another on a run.

“We felt we had to keep the balanced offense and that's why we
went to the air early. In the midst of the hurricane, he managed to
complete some key passes which helped us jump on top early. He
just did a great job of moving around back there and finding the open
receiver. He moves his feet well, is a great leader and has excellent
field presence out there,” said Margaretta head coach John Zang.

“Margaretta’s got a fine team and Coukart is a fine athlete. His
run for a touchdown right before the half really hurt because that
gave them a solid lead,” said Oak Harbor mentor Gary Quisno.

The veteran Rocket mentor pointed to his team’s four turnovers as

being a key factor in the outcome.

“We just made too many mistakes to win a big football game.
Fumbles, interceptions and penalties killed us. We wanted to spread
them out defensively early and that’s the reason we tried so many

passes in the early going.

“We had our opportunities, we just couldn’t take advantage of
them. When we scored in the first half and it was called back because
of the offensive interference penalty, that was the ball game because
they came right back and scored. But, |’'m very proud of these kids
because a lesser team would have folded when it fell behind by a 16-0

score,” added Quisno.

Oak Harbor had featured a strong running attack in winning its

first five games.

However, the Rockets were held to 170 yards on the ground by

Margaretta.

“We felt we had to stop (Duane) Weirich first, then the wingbacks
and then the quarterback in that order and | feel our defense really

did the job,” noted Zang.

Weirich gained just 41 yards in 14 carries after reaching the cen-
tury mark in four of the first five games and rushing for over 600
yards at the halfway point of the season. Quarterback Rick Ferguson
led the Rockets with 45yards in 12carries while sophomore Tracy St.

Clair had 43 in 11 tries.

“They (Margaretta) really loaded up inside on us and we went to
(Mike) Shadoan and St. Clair a lot and both ran well,” added Quisno.
Shadoan had 28 yards in just five carries.

The Rockets were without their second-leading

rusher in

sophomore Josh Bell who had over 300 yards in five games.

“He carried the ball once and limped for seven yards and we miss-
ed him but the others did a good job in his absence,” added Quisno.

“This is a very big win for us and it was truly a team effort with so
many kids coming up with big plays. At halftime, | just told them to
go out and stop them defensively. After they scored, | was just look-
ing for first downs and were hoping we could get in scoring position
to get another touchdown,” added Zang.
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ed and Norwalk had a 14-13 lead
at intermission.

“Neither team could establish
an outside game so we decided
to go with Staley inside and he
ran extremely well. His
touchdown run (33-yarder) was
a thing of beauty,” added Hehl.

While Norwalk hosts Upper
Sandusky next Friday, Willard
ventures to Galion.

Shelby 14

Bucyrus 7

BUCYRUS — A quarterback
sneak for one yard by Steve
Ousley in the second quarter
helped Shelby stay perfect in the
Northern Ohio League at 3O

The Whippets, 42 overall,
scored first in the contest when
Kevin Noel hauled in a 16-yard
scoring pass from Ousley and
Wes Beighley booted the conver-
sion, the first of two he kicked in

the game.
Bucyrus, 15 overall and
winless in three NOL starts,

came right back for the
equalizer as Todd Enders was
on the receiving end of a seven-
yard pass from Jeff Fisher and
Todd Adkins converted to knot
the score at 7-all.

Tiffin 7
Upper Sandusky O

TIFFIN — Tiffin Columbian
broke through early in the se-
cond quarter for the only score
of the game.

Dave Gardner fired an 11-yard
pass to Brian McGowan and
Adams Engle converted for the
only scoring needed by the Tor-
nadoes, who upped their record
to 42 overall and 2-1 in the
league. Upper drops to 33
overall and 12 in the NOL.

New London 6

Monroeville O

MONROEVILLE - New Lon-
don (24, 2-3 got a 40-yard
touchdown jaunt from Keith
Shephard with just 1:23 left in
the game to pull of an upset win
over the Eagles of Monroeuville.

The Wildcats completely
dominated the entire game as
they gained a total of 301 (297 on
the ground) yards holding
Monroeville to just 25 on the
ground and 21 up above for a
mere 46 yards.

The Wildcats were also asses-
ed 185 yards in penalties.

The loss was the second
straight for the Eagles who now
stand at 42 overall and 22 in
league play.

South Central 13
Mapleton 2

Three low scoring games
highlighted play in the Firelands
Conference Friday night as
South Central downed Mapleton
132 New London surprised
Monroeville 60, and Crestline
upended Norwalk St. Paul 12-6.

The Trojans (3-3, 2-3) scored
lone touchdowns in the second
and fourth periods while giving
up just two points on a safety
with 3:20 left in the half.

Mike Jewell opened the scor-
ing just two seconds into the se-
cond quarter as he busted in
from the one. The kick failed
making it 6-0.

Port Clinton
girls nab SBC

tennis crown

PORT CLINTON - Port
Clinton clinched its third
straight Sandusky Bay
Conference girls tennis
championship Thursday
with a narrow 322win over
Perkins.

Coach Karen Coffin’s
squad raised its record to
70 in beating the Pirates
(5-2) for the second time.
The Redskins own a two-
game lead with just one
match remaning.

“It was another very
tough match and Jennifer
Armstrong was very cool
in her match which went
three sets. Her win gave us
the championship,” Coffin
said.

Armstrong, playing No.
3 singles, best Ann Elias
63 57, 63

“We are very happy to
beat a Perkins team which
has improved so much this
season. The conference
was much stronger overall
and | don’t think there was
one match which ended
50" Coffin said.

The Mounties' Mike Hoffman
then nabbed Jewel in the end
zone for the safety making it 62
at the intermission.

South Central’s Craig Conway
in the final quarter picked of a
Mapleton pass and raced 18
yards into paydirt. The Randy
Kenny Kkick closed out the
scoring.

Mapleton now stands at 3-3on
the season and 1-3in the league.

The Trojans dominated the
ground game as they recorded
151 yards while holding
Mapleton to just 47. However,
South Central played a little give
away game as they coughed up
the ball four out of five fumbles.

Crestview 12
St. Paul 6

NORWALK — Crestview spot-
ted Norwalk St. Paul a first
quarter touchdown as The
Flyers Chip Ward gathered up a
fumble and raced 43 yards for a
score giving St. Paul (1-5, 14 a
6-0lead midway thru the stanza.

Later in the same period
Crestview (5-1, 4-1) gained ex-
cellent field position folllowing a
bad snap on a punt attempt as
they garnered possession on the
St. Paul 27.

Six plays later Matt Bernhard
scored from the one and when
the two-point pass attempt fail-
ed the game was knotted at six.

The final score of the night
came just 55 seconds into the
last period as Tony Pliger raced
in from the three. The winners
once again got aexcellent field
position as the drive started on
the Flyer 27-yard line and finish-
ed five plays later with the
score.

Crestview ended the night
with 201 total yards compared to
111 for St. Paul.

Plymouth 26
Danbury 6

PLYMOUTH - Plymouth
struck for all its points in the
first half while racing past Dan-
bury, 266

The Big Red, 24, got on the
board first when Mike Howell
recovered a fumble in the end
zone with 1:15 left in the first
period.

Then, Plymouth came right
back with three more scores in
the second period as Billy Castle
scored on runs of 13 and two
yards and also hauled in a
44-yard pass from Chuck
Kossey.

Danbury, winner just once in
six outings, only got in Plymouth
territory once in the first half
and did not score unitl late in the
game on a nine-yard pass
from David Dadich to Todd
Harris.

N. Baltimore 12
Seneca East 6

NORTH BALTIMORE -
Seneca East has won just once
this season.

But, the Tigers have been vic-
timized twice in overtime in-
cluding a 126 loss to North
Baltimore Friday night.

The Tigers, 1-5 scored first in
the contest on an 1l-yard pass
from Scott Magers to Chad
Ulmer and the conversion
misfired.

North Baltimore came back to
tie the score at 66 later in the
period on a one-yard run by
Brian Engard and there was no
further scoring in regulation.

In overtime, Clair Crouse
broke the deadlock on a seven-
yard run.

Ticket info for
Vermilion fans

VERMILION — Vermilion
football fans holding season
reserved seat tickets are
reminded the home game with
Midview Oct. 10 was not includ-
ed in the season package.

However, fans with season
tickets can enter at the pass gate
the night of the game and pay $3
and will have the same seats
they hold during the season.

The fans are also reminded
the season ticket is good for the
last home game of the season
against Toledo Macomber.

Al
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Scoreboard

MAJORS

NATIONAL LEAGUE

East
W L Pet. OB
Xx-NewYork 106 54 660 —
Philadelphia 84 B 582
St Louis ™ 8 497 B
Montreal 7B 8 9z
Chicago D 430 364
Pittsburgh 64 6 408 41
West
X-Houston A 66 588 —
Cincinnati & 7B 58l 9
San Francisco & 78 513 2
San Diego 738 4% 2
Atlanta 72 87 483214
Los Angeles 72 8 40 2

x-clinched division title
Friday’s Results

Cincinnati 6, San Diego 3
Houston 6, Atlanta 2
Montreal 6, Philadelphia 5
San Francisco 8. Los Angeles 2
St. Louis at Chicago, ppd., rain
Pittsburgh at New York, ppd., rain

AMERICAN LEAGUE

East
W L Pet. GB
X-Boston 5] &L -
New York 87 72 547 84
Toronto 8% 74 58 10
Detroit & 7B 531 1
Cleveland & B 513 14
Milwaukee s & 472 204
Baltimore 73 8 4% 23
West
X-California 9 & 50 -
Texas 8% 74 538 5
Oakland s & 40 1B
Kansas City s & 40 1B
Chicago 72 8 40 19
Minnesota @ a 431 2
Seattle 6/ B 419 24
X~-clinched division title
Friday’s Results
Milwaukee 4, Toronto 1
Detroit 6. Baltimore 3
Cleveland 6, Seattle 5
Minnesota 9, Chicago 2
Texas 6. California 1
Kansas City 8, Oakland 4
New York at Boston, ppd., rain
SEATTLE CLEVELAND
abr hbi abrhbi
Moses cf 5010 Butler cf 4000
SBradleyc 4120 Clark rf 412 1
Presley® 4112 FrancoZ 4110
Phelps Ib 4110 Carter Ib 4110
Davis ch 4000 Hall If 3111
Tartabullrf 412 1 Bell ph 1000
Hengel If 3111 Nixon If 0000
Quinonesss 20 11 Snyderss 40 10
PBradleyph 0000 Tablerdh 4222
Rlones2b 0000  lJacoby3 4020
Reynolds2o 2000 Bandoc 4011
Valle ph 1000
Ramos ss 0000
Totals RB595 Totals PHB61L5
Winning run scored with one in ninth
Seattle 2020 10—5
Cleveland (00000 50— 6

Game-winning RBI —Bando (3).

E —Quinones. DP—Cleveland 2 LOB—
Seattle 5, Cleveland 5. 2B—Snyder,
Phelps, Quinones, Hall, Jacoby. HR—
Presley (27), Hengel (1), Clark (3),
Tabler (6). SB—Tartabull (4). S-Hengel.

FOOTBALL

Ohio High School Football Scores
Akr Ellet 25, Akr North O
Akr Firestone 15 Akr Kenmore 2
Akr Hoban 19 Louisville Aquinas 16
Alliance 34, E Liverpool 6
Amanda Clearcreek 24, Lane Fisher 7
Arcanum 6, Bethel O
Arlington 19, Vanlue 6
Ashland Crestview 12, Norwalk Paul 6
Ashtabula Edgewood 19, Geneva 14
Austintown Fitch 14, Massillon 10
Beaver Local 12, Cadiz O
Bellevue 3, Galion O
Bellefontaine 30, Clark NE O
Benjamin Logan 17, W Liberty-Salem O
Berea 14, Medina 10
Berea Midpark 30, Brecksville 6
Bergholz Spring 29, Col Crestview 6
Berne Union 29, Licking Hts O
Bowling Green 7, Millbury Lake O
Bradford 26, Mississinawa Val O
Brooklyn 16, BucKeye O
Brunswick 7, N Royalton O
Bryan 20, Patrick Henry 7
Buckeye S 20, River 17
Buckeye W 19, Bridgeport 6
Can S 28, Can Cent Cath 24
Can Timken 20, Barberton 3
Can McKinley 36, Lancaster 14
Cardington 7, Ontario 6
Carey 12 Marion Pleasant O
Carlisle 8, Middletown Madison 14
Cedarville 13 Greeneview O
Celina 31, Lima Bath 7
Centerville 24, Springfield N 3
Cin CAPE 46, Loveland 6
Cin Princeton 28 Lima 7
Cin Taft 21, Cin Hughes O
Cin Princeton 28, Lima Sr 7
Cin Turpin 27, Cin Withrow 8
Cin Aiken 35 Cin Oak Hills 21
Cin LaSalle 21, Cin Roger Bacon 15
Cin Western Hills 38, Mt Healthy 12
Cin Indian Hills 7, Cin Deer Park 3
Cin Purcell 13 Cin Moeller 10 (ot)
Cin Green Hills 20, N College Hill 14
Circleville 24, Washington CH 6
Clark NW 36, Greenon 7
Clark SE 19, Clinton-Massie O
Clayton N’mont 6, Vand-Butler O (20t)
Cle Benedictine 19, Mansfield O
Clearfork 25, Loudonville 12
Clermont NE 14, Bethel Tate 13

For life, health,
home and car
insurance call:

JON HAINES
Ph. 433-5382
1315 Milheath Dr., Huron

NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

Nationwide is on your side

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company
Nationwide Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Nationwide Life Insurance Company
Hnmp Ottice Columbus Ohio

Coal Grove 57, South Point O

Col Mifflin 7, Col West O

Col East 27, Col Briggs O

Col Academy 6, Olentangy O

Col Watterson 8, Col Hartley 6

Col Wehrle 3. Col Ready O (ot)

Col Crawford 28, Buckeye Cen O

Col Whetstone 24, Col Brookhaven O
Col Hamilton Twp 3, Bloom-Carroll 2
Col Marion-Franklin 13 Col Linden 6
Col Walnut Ridge 20, Col Northland 19
Col Independence 26, Col Centennial O
Columbus Grove 20, Upper Scioto Val 18
Coshocton 20. W Holmes 12

Covington 20, Mechanicsburg 6
Crestwood 13 Streetsboro O
Oridersville Perry 14 Spencerville 12
Crooksville 3, New Concord Glenn O
Cuyahoga Hgts 14, Columbia 3

Dalton 14, Norwayne 6

Day Dunbar 23, Tol Scott O

Day Wayne 28 Day Stebbins 14

Day Cham-Jul 21, Hamilton Badin O
DeGraff Riverside 12, Indian Lake 6
Delphos Jefferson 32 Ada O
Doylestown 7, Waynedale 3

Dublin 7. London 6

E Canton 23. Newcomerstown O

E Knox 14, Johnstown Northridge 7
Eastwood 10, Kansas Lakota O
Elida 28 Defiance 7

Euclid 13 Eastlake N 6

Evergreen 15 Edon 14

Fairbanks 20, Triad O

Fairfield 21, W Chester Lakota O
Fairland 14, Ceredo-Kenova (WVa) 12
Findlay 24, Lorain 7

Forest Park 24, Norwood 7
Franklin Hts 28, Hilliard 8
Fredericktown 46, Sparta Highland O
Fremont Ross 7, Elyria O
Gallipolis 44, Athens O

Gibsonburg 13 Northwood 7

Glen Este 14, Cin Anderson 7
Goshen 35, Hamilton Ross 7
Grandview 14, N Union O

Grand Val 14, Pymatuning Val O
Greenville 20, Tecumseh 6
Greensburg Green 6, Copley O
Groveport 13 Gahanna 7

Grove City 6, Reynoldsburg O
Hardin-Northern 27, Leipsic 7
Huron 6, Clyde O

Ironton 48, Huntington (WVa) 14
Jefferson Area 7, Vienna Mathews O
Johnstown 6, Hebron Lakewood O
Kettering Fairmont 34, Day Carroll 14
Lakewood 13 Parma Normandy O
Lebanon 22, Franklin 21

Leetonia 13 Stanton 7 (20ot)

Lemon Monroe 14, Middletown Fenwick O
Lib Union 35, Millersport O

Liberty Center 13 Swanton 6
Licking Valley 2, Granville O

Lima Shawnee 17, St Marys 12
Lisbon 10, United Loc O

Logan 35, Marietta 10

Logan EIm 43, Fairfield Union 19
Madison Plains 21, Yellow Springs O
Mans Malabar 14, Ashland O

Mar Elgin 6, Ridgedale O
Margaretta 16 Oak Harbor 8
Marlington 18 Young Liberty O
Marysville 11, Big Walnut O
Mason 7, Blanchester O

Mass Jackson 22, Louisville 6
Maumee 28, Perrysburg O
McComb 3, Liberty-Benton O
McDonald 6, Petersburg Spring 2
Meadowbrook 28, Beallsville 17
Medina Highland 12, Field O
Meigs 35, Nelsonville York O
Mentor 20, Bedford 10

Miami E 10, Sidney Lehman 8
Miami Trace 45, Greenfield McClain 15
Middletown 31, Hamilton 7

Midfid Cardinal 28, Aurora O
Milford 21, Cin Sycamore 3

Miller 6, Zanesville Rosecrans O
Milton Union 6, Spring Cath Cent O
Mineral Ridge 7, Jackson Milton O
Minster 3, Coldwater O (ot)

Morgan 34, Riverview 6

Mt. Vernon 20, Delaware 6

N Canton 3, Perry O

N Can GlenOak 39, Newark O

N Gallia 42, Meigs Eastern 6
Napoleon 18 Oregon Clay O

New London 6, Monroeville O
Nordonia 6, Stow 2

Norwalk 20, Willard 13

Oak Hill 22, Racine Southern 6
Orrville 14, Akr Manchester 8 (ot)
Otsego 15 Genoa 12

Ottawa Hills 12, Holgate O

Paint Valley 6, Westfall 3

Paines Riverside 20, Asht St John’s 6
Pandora-Gilboa 18 Arcadia 6
Patriot SW 42, Hannan Trace O
Paulding 8, Allen East O

Philo 14, Maysville O

Pickerington 29, Whitehall 12
Piqua 18 Sidney 13

Plymouth 26, Danbury 6

Ports 17, Ashland (Ky) 13

Ports W 20, McDermott NW O
Preble Shawnee 8, Day Oakwood O
Ravenna 26, Cuyahoga Falls O
Reading 26, Lockland 7
Ridgewood 14, Jewett Scio 6
Rittman 28, Smithville O

Rockford Parkway 36, Delphos Johns 6
S Range 18 Lowellville 8
Sandusky 10, Marion Harding O
Sand St Mary’s 20, Sand Perkins 9
Shelby 14, Bucyrus 7

Shenandoah 7, Woodsfield 6
Springfield S 31, Fairborn 2
Springfield Shawnee 18 Graham 7
St Clairsville 19, Martins Ferry 14
St Henry 28, New Bremen 6
Steubenville 16 Cambridge O

Stow Walsh Jesuit 13 Kent Roosevelt 6
Strongsville 19, Medina Cloverleaf O
Sycamore Mohawk 3, River Valley O
Syl Sview 14, Rossford O
Tallmadge 12, Akr Springfield 9
Teays Val 21, Canal Winchester O
Tiffin Col 7, Upper Sandusky O
Tiffin Calvert 12, Hopewell Loudon 6
Tol Cent 14, Tol Start 6

Tol St John 21, Tol Woodward O
Tol Whitmer 14 Sylvania N’view 7
Toronto 26, Jeff Union 7

Trimble 20, Federal Hocking 6
Triway 7, Woodridge O

Troy 33, Trotwood Madison 19
Twin Val S 34, Nat Trail O

Union Local 22, Mingo O
Uniontown Lake 13 Tusky Valley 6
Urbana 33, Kenton Ridge 7

Valley View 34, Bellbrook O

Van Wert 19 Ottawa Glandorf O
Van Buren 6, Cory-Rawson O (ot)
Versailles 24, Tipp City 19

W Branch 21, Carrollton O

W Jefferson 14, Jonathan Alder 3
W Salem NW 21, Hillsdale O
Wadsworth 13 Norton 9
Wapakoneta 26, Kenton 7

Warren Local 31, Jackson 12
Warren Harding 12, Hubbard O
Warren Kennedy 8, Struthers 6
Watkins Mem 7, Heath 6
Waynesville 24, E Clinton O
Waynesfield-Goshen 30, Ridgemont O
Weilston 40, Alexandria 21
Wellsville 26, Barnesville 8
Westerville S 24, Westland O
Westerville N 14, Chillicothe 8
Wheelersburg 56, Rock Hill 12
Williamsburg 7, New Richmond O
Wilmington 13 Hillsboro 3
Wintersviile 28, Garfield ?’ts O
Woodmore 24, EImwood 3

Wooster 14, Dover O

Worthington 3, Upper Arlington O
Wynford 7, Riverdale 6

Xenia 20, Beavercreek 17 (ot)
Youngs Rayen 12, Girard 6

Youngs Mooney 28, Youngs E O



