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Thomas Rallies Colts
To Tie Mt. Gilead, 6-6

By Bob Sherwin

BELLVILLE — Richard Thomas is
just a shade over six feel tall in his foot-
ball cleats and weighs n at 240 pounds.
He also runs the 20-yard dash in about
10-flat.

* How ever slow and lumbering Thomas
may waddle, his rurning ability was the
Glear Fork Colts’ best asset Friday
night in thewr tradstional highi school
football opener with At. Gilead.

- Thomas didn't have to be fast all he
had to do was stay on his feet when he
snatched up a blocked punt in the final
minutes and rambled to a game-tying 20
vard touchdown.

- The Colts missed the conversion and

Settled for a 66 high school football
deadlock with the Indians.

~ Thomas' defensive gem was the only
gifense the Colts could manage against
the stern DMt Gilead defense. The In-
dians handed the Colts an endless string
a opportunities but Clear Fork squan-
dered them all.

- It appeared that Mt. Galead had the
victory in the bag with 1:39 remaining,
leading 6-0 with a fourth and 10 on the
Colt 33-yard line.

Punter Brian Bishop bobbted the snap
and was swarmed under as he at-
tempted the bhoot by a fierce charge of
Clear Fork linemen.

From the middle of the heap, Thomas
emerged with the foothall, hurdled one
of his teammates and started his mara-
thon to the goal hne. Within 10 seconds,

STATISTICS

Mt Gilead Clear Fo,rk
Flrst Downg
Rushing Yardage 4?
Passing Yardage . 3
Fasses Q
Passes intercepted By 31141
Punts 1.9
Fumbles Lost s 0
Yards Penaiized 560 7-35

the Colts had turned the game around.

The tie was-especially frustrating for
the Indlans, who had bottled up the Colt
attack. Mt. Gilead held a big edge in the
statistics: a 136 first down advantage
and 209-70 in total yardage.

After three scoreless periods, Mt. Gi-
lead put its score on the board on the
initial play of the fourth period. Junior
Jeff Harmon took a counter handoff
[rom guarterback Tim Bland and scam-
pered 12 yards for the tally.

Bland tried an option run left for the
conversion but he was tackled a vard
short. Clear Fork attempted the same
option run on its conversion with the
same results.

Clear Fork was presented repeatedly
with breaks but the offense hlew the op-
portunities,

The first was a blocked punt in the
first guarter, pounced on by Colt defen-
sive end Loante MeGhee on the Indian
4l-yard line. In three plays, the offense
failed to gain a yard.

At 6:07 of the second stanza, star dis-
cus hurler Jim Titlow, a 195-pound de-
fenzive end, stripped the ball from Mt.
Gilead running back Jeff Harmon on the
Indian 12-yard line.

Ontario Rally Stopped

The Colts gained just three yards in
three plays and on fourth down, a 29-
yard fieid goal attempt fell short.

Mt. Gilead then staged its longest
march of the game, from the 20-yard
line down to the Colt 14-yard line in 11
plays. However, Bland, trying to run out
of the pocket, ran into his teammate and
fumbled the ball, Jay Brokaw of Clear
Fork found 1t to end the threat.

Bland fumbled again early in the third
stanza and again Brokaw came up with
the foolball on the Mt. Gilead 26-yard
line. The Colts’ series ended when safety
Brian Bishop intercepted a pass from
Kurt Hahn.

Mt. Gilead closed out the period with
another long drive, 11 plays, five min-
utes and 34 seconds, capped off by Har-
mon’s tally opening the final quarter.

Clear Fork received still another
chance when Amos Fry picked off a
Bland aerial and returned 1t 30 vards to
the Indians’ 15-vard line.

The Colts™ scoring threat never ma-
terialized as they failed to gain a yard in
fouf plays.

It was the initial game for Clear Fork
coach Jerry Widder, whao took over the
coaching reins from Gary Beal. Widder
had previously eoached at Northmor and
Marton Catholic High Schools,

Mt Gilead ... a 0 66—
Clear Fork ... L0 00 =46
SCORING

At Gilead -~ Harman, 12-yard run
Ciear Fark ~ Thomas, thyard return of hlocked
punt

Bucyrus Nips Warriors, 21-19

By Chet Bryant

- BUCYRUS — The Bucyrus Redmen
(:120) rose to the occasion, in an inde-
pendent high school football game Fri-
day night, slapping away an Ontario (0-
1) attempt for two extra points in the
closing seconds of the contest and net-
ting a nifty 21-19 decision.

The Redmen were opportunists as
they came back from a 13-6 deficit and
drove for three touchdowns after the
Warriors held the upper hand and were
seemingly on the way to a rout.

Ontario struck first, taking the ball
from the opening kickoff, driving for 64
yard in seven plays with bursts of 23
vards, 14 yards and 15 yards on the
slants of Steve Arnett, who galloped for
over 100 yards during the evening. Ar-
nett bolted for the final 15 yards of the
initial drive, at 8:44, and Ontario was on
ihe board.

. Seven minutes later, at 1_36 left in the
first segment, Bucyrus stormed back,

FOLLOWS BLOCKER — Madison High School's Todd Zhm-
.mérman tollows fullback Tim Robinson (45) to daylight dur-

STATIST! Cg

Ontatio
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Yards Pepalize

covering 72 yards in 10 plays. Matt Bal-
dy hauled down a Joe Teynor pass and
slipped down the right sideline on a 19-
vard scoring play. The try for extra
ponts failed.

Ontario’s offense clicked again. This
time Joe Horvath teamed with Arnett
and alternated for a 90-yard scoring
drive. Quarterback Randy Perry, at 9:17
remaining in the second period, capped
the drive from two yards out. The War-
riors were on top, 13-6.

Wtih 28 seconds left before inter-
mission the Redmen struck back. Tey-
nor, who engineered the 75-yard march
darted into the middle of the Warrior
defense and fell across the goal. Bu-

ing Friday's high school football opener at Ram Field. The

cyrus went ahead with a Teynor-to-Joe
Bareiz pass for the two extra points to
enter the halftime with a 14-13 advan-
tage.

The Redmen moved further, with 1:33
left in the third peried. Teynar, at his 47-
vard stripe, sailed a perfect aerial to
teammate Steve Ransom. Ransom gath-
ered n the sirike at Ontario’'s 30-yard
line and galloped untouched the remain-
der of the distance.

Arnett recovered a Redman fumble
with 1:04 remaining and Ontario was on
the move for the final score. In four
plays the Wariors managed to move the
final six yards with Perty again finding
the goal line from four yards out.

BUCYTUS, cavvanriaartesrriaviranes & B 7
OMtario oviei i iairesaamnens s 7 6 0
SCORING
Bucyrus - Baldy, 19-yard pass from Teynar,
Bucyrus ~ Teynor, i-yard run (Barciz pass)
Bucyrus - yard Dass frorn Teynor (Bal-
dy kick})
Ontario - arnett, 15-yard run, (Fnssah kick}.
Qntario - Perry, 2-yard run
Quntana - Perry, tour-yard run

021
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Ransom,

Rams, led by Zimmerman, Robinson and a solid defense,
posted a 14-0 victory over Tiffin Columbian. (Photo by Jeff

Sprang)

Redbirds Stymie Hillsdale

By Jim Brewer

LOUDONVILLE — A rigid Loudon-
wlle defense held Hillsdale to a virtual
‘standstill after the first quarter Friday
'.mght and, once 1its offensive counter-
parts stopped making mistakes,
‘watched 1is teamn roll 1o a 36-8 high
.school football romp.

The Redbird defenders, paced by sen-
ior‘tackle Bob Gardner, thwarted all but

STATISTICS
‘L Hilisdale Lovdonville
,First Downs

11 22

.Rushing Yardag 44 %4
_Pasung Yardag . 90
¢ 13

?asm Interzepted By S-10-1
....................... -3
Fumblas Lozt . -6

YAFLS PONAINZE .. 11 1mererersersssessasores -

‘one Hillsdale possession and held the
-Falcons' touted tailback Mike Tyson to
-3 yards in I8 carries for the night,

- Hillsdale's lone scoring drnive, capped
by, a 15-yard Tyson run late in the first
. quarter, was aided by 50 yards of penal-
. Lies against Loudonville,

“Meanwhile, after the Redblrd offense
rol[ecl m for an easy touchdown on 1t
‘first possession, and blew the Falcons
over on « rour-play, 69-yard drive in the

- gecond period, 1t otherwise sputtered un-
« {1 late tn the third quarter.

; While doing this, the offense also lost
four fumbles and threw tfwo inter-
ceptions, but in the last 11 minutes of the
game 1t put things logether and scored
threg touchdowns

Redbird junior tailback Tom Mumper
carried the hall 18 times for 134 yards,
while his running mate, senior tullback
Boh Crossmon, gained 56 vards 1n 11 car-
ries,

Mumper scored twice, on runs ot 13
and three yards, and starting quar-
terback Rex Conway tigured two other
times 1 the scoring, once on a hive-yard
run and once on a 22-yard pass 10 wing-
hack Andy Grassman.

Steve Swindall, a sophomore sphit end,

scored the final Redbird touchdown on a
14-vard pass from backup guarter back
Rick Beans.

The Redbird offense rolled up 385
yards, compared to Hillsdale's 101,

Riflsdale . oo i B ¢ 0 co—38
Louwdonville vuviiiiiiniiinnaens ? 8 8 -
SCORING
Loudonyvilie -~ Conway, 5-yard run (Grassman kick).

Hillsgale « Tyson, 15<yard ryn {tyson kick).
Lausonvitie - Mumper, 13- ;ard run (Conway run)
Lavdenyille - Grassman, vare pass fram Conway
(Hauenschild rund
i L‘?)udnnwllu - Mumper, three-yard ron {Grassman

C
Loudenvilg -- Swindall, 1d-yard pass {rom Beans

Birds Clobber Cleveland

BALTIMORE (UPI) — Pinch-hitter °

Terry Crowley belted a grand slam
homer and Lee May had a solo shot to
hightight a five-run eighth mming Friday
night which provided the Baltimore Ori-
oles with a 7-1 victory over the Cleve-
land Indians bemnd the two-hit pitching
of Rudy May.

Crowley's homer capped the eighth in-
ning which was started by Lee May’s
22nd blast this season. The Orioles
loaded the bases for Crowley on a double
by Doug DeCinces a walk to Mark Bela-
nger and an intentional pass 1o Al Bum-
bry by reliever Larry Andersen,

Attendance Record

The National League set an atiend-
ance record for the month of April in
1977. The paid altendance was 2,239,926, &

Newapars Rﬁﬁﬂﬁivi‘@w

The Orwoles scored single runs in the
tirst and third inmings against losing
pitcher Al Fitzmorris, 6-8. In notching
his career-high 16th victory, Rudy May,
16-12, allowed a leadoff double to Bruce
Bochte in the third and an RBI single to
Frank Duily in the same mning before
retiring 18 straight batters into {he ninth
inning.

*

K

Baltimore scored in the first when Pat
Kelly walked and came around on sin-
gles by-Ken Singleton and Eddie Mur-
ray. Singles by Rich Dauer and Kelly in
the third ihmng plus Singleton’s RBI
groundout snapped a 1-1 tie for Balti-
matre,

It was Cleveland's eighth loss o 10
games with Baltimore and their sixth
giraight 1n Memorial Stadium.

ND SWEEP — Clear Fork's Amos Fry (26) tried to epe
the outstretched hand of Mt. Gilead's Jeff Harmon (30) dur-

By Wil Hane

GREENWICH - It was undoubtedly
the best hali-time pep talk of tie young
season. -

Tralling South Central 6-0 at halftime
Friday mght, Plymonth coach Mike
McFarren stepped up on a locker room
bench and signaied lor guet. “Relax.
It's a game. Believe me. It's tun.’”" And
the Big Red team believed him.

In the final 25 minutes of the game,
the Plymouth otfense, which had heen
paralyzed by fumbles and penalties dur-
ing the first half, played almost
flawlessly while scoring 21 powts to
down the Trojans, 21-12, in high school
football.

Shortly after the start of the second
balt, South Central’s Jon Fishbaugh in-

4

ingsecond quarter action in Fri a’s gh school foothall
opener at Clear Fork. The Colts rallied in the final minutes to

tie Mt. Gilead, 6-6. {(Photo by Charles Zirkle)

Big Red Cllp Trojans,

STATISTICS

South Central  Plymouth
First Downs . $ 13
Rushing Yardage. &4 133
Passing Yardage .....ocoooveeueeeeeinrorns 2% 0
Passes ] [1]
Passes Intercepted By 7-2.0 321
Punts 54185 495
FUmbles Lost. oo carcevimnrrer s ! q

Yards Penalized.....

tercepted a Plymouth pass and scram-
bled back to the Plymouth 23. Chris
Howard crossed the goal a few plays
later io give the Trojans a 12-point lead.

Then the Big Red hegan to relax.

Taking the kickoff, Plymonth
marched almost 70, yards for a touch-
down with quarterback Tom Miller
sneaking over from the one.

The Big Red really got loose a few
minutes later when halfback Mike Mes-
ser snaked 6% yards for another

Whitewash

21-12

Plymouth score. The exira point at-
tempt was good and the Big Red led for
the tirst time i the game, 13-12.

When the Trojan oftepse failed on the
next set of downs, Plymouth mounted a
{ime-consuming 60-yard drive which re-
suited in another score. The kick was
good and Plymouth kad a nine-point lead
with less than three minuates remaining
in the contest.

In desperation, the Trejans went mto
a shotgun offense and filled the air with
passes but to no avail.

South Cemral .................... & 0 6 D12
Btymaouth . - ... 0 6 1521
'SCORING
South Cenfral - Canaway, 17-yard fumble recovery
South Central - Howard, 5-yard run.
Plymauth -~ piller, ong-yard run.
Flymayth = Masser, a5-yard run {Wallace kick)
Plymouth — Messer, ang-yard run (McKenzle pass},

k)

Crestline Bulls Cougars, 14-0

By T.E. McHale -

ASHLAND — The Crestline Bulldogs
put together a pair of sustained offen-
sive drives in the second quarter Friday
night, and the resulting touchdowns
were the only scoring in a 14-0 white-
wash of the Crestview Cougars in the
season opener for both clubs,

Fueled by the punishing running of
senior fullback Rick Biglin, Crestline
drove 54 yards in nine plays midway
through the second stanza to open the
scoring, Biglin, who got 33 yards on his
six carries in the drive, went over right
guard from three yards out for the Bull-
dogs’ first taste of paydirt in 1977.

Biglin later responded with 33 more
yards in a 44-yard drive late in the peri-

" od which resulted in Crestline’s final

score. Key play in the drive was his 21-
vard dash off left tackle which moved
the ball to the Cougar 11, and set up a
three-yard scoring strike from quar-
terback Bill Klopfenstein to Fred Collins
three plays later. Biglin followed with a
two-point conversion to close the scor-
ing.

Crestiine's early success stemmed
from its ability to repeatedly make cry-
cial yardage over the lefl side of the
Cougar detensive line. Biglin and junior
haltback Edward Taylor formed a rush-
ing tandem which pounded out 156 yards

STATISTICS

Crestline  Crestview
First Downs .-.13 L
Rushing Yardage 15 :1
Passing Yardage, .20 EL
Passes a o4
Passes Intercepted By. 2-4-2 5161
Punts ..o 2-32 .22

Fumbles Last
Yards Penalized ..veeeveee e 75

in the gpemng 24 minutes to put the
home team on ice. Biglin wound up the
evening with 142 yards on 25 trips
through the Crestview line, while Taylor
supported him with 67 yards on 12 ef-
forts.

The Crestline defense was stellar as
well, as it hmited the Cougar offense to
an aggregate of 125 yards, including oniy
29 in the second halt. Collins and tackle
Loren Matey were the principle mem-
bers of the Bulldeg wave. Matey cov-
ered the fumble that set up the second
touchdownt, and Collins shadowed Crest-
view quarterback Terry Chronisier all
evening, helping trap him for over 30
vards in rushing losses in the second
half.

Crestview’s only serious offensive
threat of the evening followed the sec-
ond-half kickotf. The Cougars moved
from their own 36 to the Crestline seven-
vard iine in 11 plays, bui on secand and
goal, Crestview fumbled away the op-
portunity and the Bulldog defense
slarmmed the door.

Freddies Fall To East Knox

HOWARD—Bob Buckingham’'s touch-
down runs of 2§ and one yard sparked
East Knox to a 14-0 shut-out over Fred-
ericktown in high school foolball action
Friday.

Calvert Shocks
Willard, 7-6

TIFFIN — A successful conversion
kick by Van Iperen of Titfin Calvert was
the difference Friday as the Senecas
shocked Willard, 7-6, in high school {oot-
ball.

The extra point followed a three-yard

STATISTICS
witlardTiftin  Cal.
vert
. 12
17¢ 18z
55 45
[ q

Pa sses Intercepted By ..
ni

nis
Furnhlns Losi........
‘Yards Penahized....

teuchdown scamper by Tim Stultz of Tif-
fin at 1:20 of the third period.

Willard had taken a 6-0 lead at 7:18 of
the third stanza on a 30-yard eounter run
by John Willoughby. The try for the ex-
tra point was blocked.

The game was a standoff statisticaily.
Calvert held a 12-11 edge in {irst downs
and a slight 233-226 advantage in lotal
yvardage. Willard lost the ball once on a
fumble and another by interception,

.................... 0 6 7

.......................... 0 0 &
SCORING

Titfin Calvert - Stultz throa-yard run {Van Iperen

kiew),
Wiilard - Wllioughby, 33-yard return of blocked kick

0—7
0— &

Galion Ripped

GALION — Mt. Vernon spoiled the
opening of the 1977 football season for
Galion Friday with a 24-7 victory.

Galion {otaled 214 yards in the contest

Statisties of the game could not be
obtained by The News Journal from the

Galion coach. ;

STATISTICS

Fredericktown East Knox
First Downs 10 20
Rushing Yard 58 m
Fassing Yardage ... e d b ta
Passas 0 ]
Passes intercepted By ooeinvirenee. 5121 4-7-1
Puntt 3-30 3-25
Fi Lost 4 0
Yards Penalized. .......coveeseessvsnrnraesrend 545 Hi

The game was a virtual standoff for

. the first three quarters. The fourth quar-

;

ter saw Buckingham burst for a long
touchdown run. The extra point attempt
failed

Buckingham came back and seored
s second touchdown, and this time a
compleled pass {for the extra point was
good and East Knox had the viclory,

East Knox truly dominated the rush-
ing gamne with a total of 221 yards to only
58 tor Fredericktown. The Bulldogs also
controlled the first downs, 20-10.

Fredericktown (..o D0
East KODX. svviiianiin oivns vens I R
SCORES
Eastknax ~ Bucklngham, 2§-yard run
Eﬂ)‘i! Knoy -- Byckingham, one-yard run (Dlckersan
pass,

Qe 0
14—14

Though he went fo the air only four
times in the contest, Klopfenstein made
both of his completions count. The first
was a 17-yard strike to Taylor which
kept a first quarter drive alive, and he
followed that with the touchdown toss to
Collins with less than a munute remain-
ing 1n the opening half.

Crestlina
CrastVIBW «ocac s iacer i iaaanaenss
SCORING ;
Crestline -- Bighn, three-yard run.

Crastline -- Collins, three-yard pass ifrom Klopfens-
tein (Bigin run).

Whippets
Whitewash

Perkins

By John Gray

SHELBY — John Armstrong, Whippet
jumior tailback, scored three touch-
downs in the first half to pace Shelby to
a 27-0 victory over the Sandusky Perkins
Pirates Friday night to open the 1977
high school football season for both
teams.

Armstrong went over right fackle for
48 yards {o score Shelby’s first touch-
down with 10:25 left in the first quarter.

He scored two more touchdowns it the

4 0 914

=19

STATISTICS
ShlebySandusky

Perkiny
First Dowps ]
Rushing Yardage 54
Pasting Yardage... 54
Passes n
Passaes Intercepted By 1-13-0
PUNS coiraranion 7-30
Fumblos Lost . 0-0
Yards Penalized. 165

second quarter on runs of five and 31
yards.

Whippet winghack Kevin Calver
scored Shelby's last touchdown on a
four-yard run with 6:21 lefi in the third
period.

Mike Hartz made three placements
for the extra points scored.

Pirate Jerry Eversole tried to make
an eight-yard field goal with 2:02 left in
the garne, but the kick went wide.

In ihe series between the two high
schools started in 1972, Shelby has won
five out of six games.

Shethy

...................... & —
Sandusky Perkins ..........,,.,., Y 13 5 gﬂz;
SCORING -
Shelby -« Calver, 48-yard run [Hartz Kick)
Snolby - Calver, S-yard run {Hartz kickl.
shelby -- Calver, 31- -yard ru
Shelby -- Calver, four- -yard run {Hartz kick)
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5,000 Ibs. Modified,

7,000 Ibs. Modified

9,000 Ibs. Modified
12,000 Ibs. Open

0.5.T.P.A. SANCTIONED

TRAGTOR PULLING
@% GONTF.ST

TODAY
SEPT. 10 — 7 P.M.

Don't miss $his exciting
event as up to B0 soupod- up
tractors from all over Ohia
compete for $4,000.00
purse.

URSE

i“"

s4,000.00 P

CHILDREN
Under sloo
12

ADULTS
$3.00

RICHLAND COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

{Net Proceeds To Be Returned To Falrgrounds}
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